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COURSE INTRODUCTION

There are many divine attributes of God that are often celebrated in the 
lives of Christians, as well as in the life of the church. We celebrate God’s 
omnipotence, as we reflect upon His great power. We acknowledge God’s 
sovereignty, as we look back on how He has woven all of the events of our 
lives together for our good and His Glory. We revere God as holy, because 
He is indeed set apart. With every acknowledgement of God’s character, 
the Scriptures attest to the fact that we serve a God that is active.  The 
Bible is the account of God’s action in the world, and His purpose with all 
creation. 

The writing of the Bible took place over 1600 years and is the work of over 
forty human authors. It is quite an amazing collection of 66 books with 
very different genres of literature, writing styles, and original audiences. 
This compilation contains the exact message God desired us to have. This 
message is revealed to us in two short stories (Old & New Testaments), 
that combined reveal one Grand story that points fallen humanity directly 
to Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen King! 

Over the next four weeks this class is designed to help you answer the 
following questions about the Bible:

• Who wrote it? 
• Why should I trust it? 
• Why 66 books? 
• How should I respond ? 

It is our deepest desire for every follower of Jesus Christ to be equipped 
with every tool they need to GROW in their relationship with God in order 
to SERVE Him more effectively. With that in mind, this course is designed 
to provide every participant with the understanding of how the Bible as we 
know it came to be. It is our goal that every participant will gain clarity on 

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4

Old Testament 

39 Books

Creation, Fall, Anticipation

New Testament 

27 Books 

Redemption, Restoration 
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the origin, trustworthiness, and history of the Bible as we journey together 
through the dramatic stories behind our English Bibles. Ultimately, our 
prayer is that it will lead you to cherish the Word of God even more as you 
strive to live its out. 
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CLASS THREE 
WHY 66 BOOKS?

Have you ever wondered how the 66 books in your Bible where selected 
and arranged? What separates the books in our Bible from the other 
writings that were present during that time? How have these specific 
books stood the test of time throughout Christian History? Answering 
these three questions will provide us an explanation of Why our Bible 
Contains the 66 books it contains.

I. The Doctrine of Canonicity  
Canon- The Set number of Books or texts that are considered 
Scripture and make up the books of the Bible. The word in the Greek 
originally means a “rule” or “measure”. 

Canonicity- The Process in which the 66 books of the Bible were 
chosen and arranged. It is the recognition that these Books measure 
up to the standard of the designation of Scripture. 

a. Process- The process of canonization was relatively long and 
remarkably flexible and detached; various books in use were 
recognized as inspired, but the Church Fathers and church 
councils over centuries confirmed the Canon. 

b. Standard- when considering what Texts belong in the Canon what 
mattered most was not the usefulness of the text, but rather the 
source and purpose. 

II. Unpacking the Standard of the Canon

a. Hebrew Canon - Old Testament
i. Languages and Time Period
1. Hebrew- The OT scriptures were written in Hebrew (1446 BC- 

400 BC)

2. Aramaic- During a brief time of the Babylonian Exile, sections 
of Scripture were recorded in Aramaic (608 BC- 538 BC)

ii. Law, Prophets, Writings 
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3. Covenants that tie the OT together 

4. The Words of Jesus- Jesus Christ affirmed a 3-part OT Canon 
in his life and ministry. 

b. Septuagint and Apocrypha (Intertestamental Period)
i. Septuagint- The Greek translation of the Old Testament that 

was completed before the birth of Christ 

ii. Apocrypha- the books written between the Old Testament 
and New Testament periods; important documents in Jewish 
history. They are considered part of the Bible for Catholics and 
Orthodox Christians not Protestants Bibles 

There are three primary reasons that Protestants do not affirm the 
Apocrypha is Canonical:

1. The authors of the New Testament never quoted the Apocrypha as 
Scripture

2. Jewish People never recognized the Apocrypha as Scripture 

3. Jesus recognized 3-part Canon of the Old Testament 

c. New Testament Scripture (A.D. 44- A.D. 96)
i. Languages and Time Period 

1. Koine Greek- The NT was written in Koine Greek. This was 
the common Greek language of trade and commerce in the 
Roman empire. 

Law God’s Covenant with Creation (Gen. 1-3, Hos. 6:7)
God’s Covenant with Noah (Gen. 6-9)
God’s Covenant with Abraham (Gen. 15,17)
God’s Covenant with Moses (Ex. 19-24)

Prophets God’s Covenant with David (2 Sam. 7, Ps. 89)
God’s promise of a New Covenant (Jer. 31-34, Ezk. 33-39)

Writings Reflections on God’s continuing covenant faithfulness and love 
in spite of his people’s unfaithfulness
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2. Hellenization - the spread of Greek culture and the assimilation 
into Greek culture of non-Greek peoples. It was a notable trait 
of ancient Greek civilization. This included Greek language, 
writing system, and technology. This was the culture of the 
Roman Empire. 

Genre Book Author Date

Gospels

General 
Epistles

Pauline

History

Apocalyptic

Matthew 
Mark
Luke
John 

Hebrews
James 
1 & 2 Peter
1, 2& 3 John
Jude

Romans
1 & 2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians
1 & 2 
Thessalonians 
1 & 2 Timothy
Titus 
Philemon

Acts

Revelation

Matthew 
Mark
Luke
John 

Unknown
James 
Peter
John
Jude

Paul

Luke

John

Late 60’s AD 
Mid 60’s AD
Late 60’s AD
Late 80’s AD

Late 60’s AD 
50 AD
Early 60’s AD
Mid 60’s AD 
65 AD 

Mid 50’s AD
54 AD/55 AD
49 AD
Early 60’s AD
Late 50’s AD
Early 60’s  AD
50 AD 
Mid 60’s AD 
Early 60’s AD
Early 60’s AD 

Late 60’s AD

Late 60’s AD
Or Early 90’s AD
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d. The Bible Throughout History 
i. Early Christians (A.D. 90- 360) – There are 4 primary categories 

that the early church placed books in during the first four 
centuries. 

1. Received Books - Books that were universally accepted by 
the early church 

2. Rejected Books- books that the church thought was 
Canonical but were later deemed outside the Canon (e.g. 
Macebees, Epistle of Barnabas)

 
3. Disputed – Books that are Canonical, but some raised 

doubts about (Ruth, 2 Peter) 

4. Heretical – Books that were only embraced by a few who 
did not agree with orthodox Christianity 

ii. The Vulgate (A.D. 385- 405) - the First Translation of the Bible 
from original Language into Latin by Jerome. 

 
iii. Medieval Bible - the “Latin Vulgate” Bible was widely 

accepted as the standard Bible. The Bible was duplicated by 
handwritten copies of the text and it was extremely expensive 
to reproduce. Bibles were primarily kept in the possession of 
the Pope and the Catholic church. 

 
iv. John Wycliffe Bible (A.D. 1382- 1395) – An early English 

translation of the Bible in the 14th century. Wycliffe translated 
the Latin Vulgate Bible into English.  

v. William Tyndale Bible (A.D. 1494- 1536) – This is the first 
English translation of the Bible from the original Hebrew and 
Greek. 

vi. The Protestant Reformation (A.D. 1517) – A Protest sparked 
by Martin Luther nailing his 95 Thesis to the doors of the 
Church at Wittenburg over the issue of selling indulgences. 
This moment would like to a reformation that would ultimately 
result in the Birth of the Protestant Church. 
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vii. Priesthood of all believers- This doctrine states that all 
believers in Christ share in his priestly status; therefore, there 
is no special class of people who mediate the knowledge, 
presence, and forgiveness of Christ to the rest of believers, 
and all believers have the right and authority to read, 
interpret, and apply the teachings of Scripture.

viii. Martin Luther’s Bible- Translation of the Bible from the 
original Greek and Hebrew into German. This would Bible 
would be one the first to be mass produced due to the 
invention of the Gutenberg Printing press around 1440. 

ix. The King James Bible – An English word for word Bible 
translation from the original Greek and Hebrew that was 
originally published in 1611 under the order of King James I of 
England. A total of 47 scholars worked on this translation, and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury served as the overseer of this 
project.  

e. Current English Bible Translations
1. Word for Word – A method of translating the Bible that seeks 

to keep phrases and word order strictly parallel to the original 
language. (ex. KJV, NASB)

2. Dynamic Equivalence –is a method of translating the Bible that 
seeks to reproduce the original text of Scripture using modern 
language and expression to communicate the message of the 
Bible. (ex. ESV, NIV, NLT, CSB)

3. Paraphrase – a method of Bible translation that uses modern 
language and idioms to try to capture the thought and 
essence behind the original text. (ex. Message Bible) 
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Discussion Questions: 
1. What aspect of the of the process of Canonicity did you find 

most intriguing? Why?

2. What is your go-to Bible translation? Why do you enjoy that 
translation?

Memory Verse: 
Isaiah 40:8 
Matthew 5:18 
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Systematic Theology  
by Wayne Grudem 

Know How We Got the Bible  
by Ryan M. Reeves and Charles E. Hill 

How We Got the Bible  
by Timothy Paul Jones 

Scripture and Truth  
by D.A. Carson and John Woodbridge 

How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind  
by Thomas C. Oden 

Bible Doctrine: Essential Teachings  
of the Christian Faith  
by Wayne Grudem 

READING LIST




