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COURSE INTRODUCTION

There are many divine attributes of God that are often celebrated in the
lives of Christians, as well as in the life of the church. We celebrate God’s
omnipotence, as we reflect upon His great power. We acknowledge God’s
sovereignty, as we look back on how He has woven all of the events of our
lives together for our good and His Glory. We revere God as holy, because
He is indeed set apart. With every acknowledgement of God’s character,
the Scriptures attest to the fact that we serve a God that is active. The
Bible is the account of God’s action in the world, and His purpose with all
creation.
The writing of the Bible took place over 1600 years and is the work of over
forty human authors. It is quite an amazing collection of 66 books with
very different genres of literature, writing styles, and original audiences.
This compilation contains the exact message God desired us to have. This
message is revealed to us in two short stories (Old & New Testaments),
that combined reveal one Grand story that points fallen humanity directly
to Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen King!

Old Testament

New Testament

39 Books

27 Books

Creation, Fall, Anticipation

Redemption, Restoration

Over the next four weeks this class is designed to help you answer the
following questions about the Bible:
• Who wrote it?
Week 1
• Why should I trust it?
Week 2
• Why 66 books?
Week 3
• How should I respond ? Week 4
It is our deepest desire for every follower of Jesus Christ to be equipped
with every tool they need to GROW in their relationship with God in order
to SERVE Him more effectively. With that in mind, this course is designed
to provide every participant with the understanding of how the Bible as we
know it came to be. It is our goal that every participant will gain clarity on
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the origin, trustworthiness, and history of the Bible as we journey together
through the dramatic stories behind our English Bibles. Ultimately, our
prayer is that it will lead you to cherish the Word of God even more as you
strive to live its out.
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CLASS ONE
WHO WROTE IT?

CLASS ONE
WHO WROTE IT?

In order to understand the nature of Scripture, we must examine what the
Bible is made of and what the Bible actually is. The close examination of
these two elements of the Bible will help us answer the question: “Who
wrote it?” This question gets at the age-old inquiry of authorship. This
initial class we will help us evaluate what the Bible declares about itself,
the process of divine authorship, and how your Bible is organized.
I. The Testimony of Scripture – 3 Primary Declarations of Scripture
about Scripture
1. All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
– 2 Tim. 3:16-17
a. Θεόπνευστος (theopneustos) – “God Breathed”
2. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter
of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God. – 2 Pet. 1:20-21
a. Spirit superintended b. God spoke through men3. For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts
and intentions of the heart. – Heb. 4:12
a. Living & active
b. Judge thoughts and intentions
II. The Doctrine of Inspiration
1. Inspiration – the process in which God superintended the writing
of the Scriptures. God is the Divine source of the Scriptures and
He spoke through the personality of human authors to a specific
audience, for a specific reason.
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a. Divine Authorship- God is the source and Author
of All Scripture.
b. Human Personality- God intentionally spoke through
the personality, experience, and expertise of every
human author
c. Specific Audience- God intended to communicate His
word to a specific audience, in a specific place, for
specific reasons.
III. The Process of the Scriptures
Old Testament

New Testament

The Old Testament developed through
a thousand-year process that involved
dozens of authors and editor writing a
variety of ways and even God Himself
etching words into stone. (1446 B.C –

Approximately ten men and their scribes
penned the New Testament on parchment
and papyrus over the course of a few
decades (44 A.D- 96 A.D.)

400 B.C.)
The Old Testament spans more than 3,000
years of history encompassing the rise and
fall of kingdoms and empires in regions
ranging from Northern Africa to central
Asia.

The New Testament describes less than a
century of history under the rule of a single
empire.

IV. Genres of Scriptures
1. The Writings of The Old Testament
English Breakdown
Law

History

Poetry

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 & 2 Samuel
1 & 2 Kings
1 & 2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of
Solomon
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Major
Prophets

Minor
Prophets

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Hebrew Breakdown
Law (Torah)

Prophets (Nevijm)

Writings (Ketuvim)

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Former Prophets
Joshua
Judges
Samuel
Kings
Latter Prophets
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
(12 Minor Prophets)

Psalms
Proverbs
Job
Songs of Songs
Ruth
Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Esther
Ezra-Nehemiah
Chronicles

2. The Writings of the New Testament
Gospels

History

Pauline Epistles

General Epistles

Apocalyptic

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Acts

Romans
1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 & 2 Thessalonians
1 & 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon

Hebrew

Revelation

James
1 & 2 Peter
1, 2 & 3 John
Jude

Discussion Questions
1. What is one question about the Bible that you would like answered
by the end of this series?
2. How does your understanding of the word Inspiration change your
impact how you view the Bible?
3. What is your favorite Bible translation? Why?
Memory Verses:
2 Tim. 3:16-17
2 Pet. 1:20-21
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READING LIST

Bible Doctrine: Essential Teachings
of the Christian Faith
by Wayne Grudem

Systematic Theology
by Wayne Grudem

Know How We Got the Bible
by Ryan M. Reeves and Charles E. Hill

How We Got the Bible
by Timothy Paul Jones

Scripture and Truth
by D.A. Carson and John Woodbridge

How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind
by Thomas C. Oden
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