istudy

a series on Psalm 119 to guide us 

in celebrating the value of the Word of God

“Opening My Eyes to His Word”

Ps 119:17-24
“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”  Ps 119:18
The Bible is the most sold book in the world but it is also the most neglected one.  

What is your approach to personal bible study? 

Top Ten Reasons We Don’t Study the Bible, Part 1
#1

Reason: I don’t have time or I’m too busy. 
Response: It is not a question of time but priority and significance. 
I must make it a priority because: 

A. I will not grow without studying the Bible.

1 Peter 2:2

Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, 
so that by it you may grow up in your salvation,
Heb 5:11-14

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.

· We have appetites for everything except the word of God.  We are products of what we consume.  

· To say I don’t get much out of the Bible is a stronger commentary on my life than it is on the Bible
B. I will not be effective in life without studying the Bible.

2 Tim 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
So today I need to make a commitment to study God’s word.  

My plan is to study ______ days a week for _____ minutes.  

#2

Reason: I don’t understand it and it’s confusing.

Response: We need a process for study.  

Bible study is both a science and an art.  To effectively study Scripture, we need to utilize a method or technique.  Like any other skill, the more we practice studying the better and more fulfilling it becomes.   
2 Timothy 2:15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a workman who does not need to be ashamed and 
who correctly handles the word of truth.
Three Steps to Bible Study

1. Observation – What do I see? 

2. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

3. Application – How does it work?
SOAP

Scripture
Observation

Application 

Prayer

Other Approaches
1. The Devotional Method of Bible Study

2. The Chapter Summary Method of Bible Study

3. The Character Quality Method of Bible Study

4. The Thematic Method of Bible Study
5. The Biographical Method of Bible Study

6. The Topical Method of Bible Study 
7. The Word Study Method of Bible Study

8. The Book Background Method of Bible Study

9. The Book Survey Method of Bible Study

10. The Chapter Analysis Method of Bible Study

11. The Book Synthesis Method of Bible Study

12. The Verse by Verse Analysis Method of Bible Study 

#3

Reason: I don’t understand why we have so many versions.
Response:  We should select a version that works best for our studies.
We have different versions because: 

1. We are moving from one language to another and languages are structured differently.
2. Some translations are more word for word (formal) and others are more thought for thought (informal). Some translations are designed for study and some are designed for readability.

3. Our English language is changing all the time. 

Implications: 

· You need a quality study Bible with notes and background information. (NIV Life Application; Ryrie; Scofield) 
· Select a translation that works for you. 

· You need to build a good library for study.  

· NIV is the version Pastor Carter utilizes.  

#4

Reason: I don’t know where to start.
Response:  Utilize a Bible reading plan.  
Bible Reading plans are readily available on the Internet and the Christian bookstore.  

It’s not so much where you start but for you to start.

You Version has an excellent source for consideration with over 50+ reading plans.  
Questions for Discussion 

1. Describe your current approach to personal Bible study.  When did you have your best season of personal Bible study? 
2. What principle do you identify with most? 

3. What do you commit to in order to improve your personal bible study? 

a. How many days per week?   _____
b. How many minutes?   _____
c. Where and what time?  __________________
d. What will you study?  Psalm 119 & The Gospel of Matthew (28 chapters)

4. You need to select a same gender buddy to hold you accountable for your study for the month of March.  ____________________  Talk about how you will help each other be successful.    
5. (If time allows) Study Ps 119:25-32 using the three steps to Bible study.
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	NASB
New American Standard Bible (1971; update 1995)

AMP
Amplified Bible (1965)

ESV
English Standard Version (2001)

RSV
Revised Standard Version (1952)

KJV
King James Version (1611; significantly revised 1769)

NKJV
New King James Version (1982)

HCSB
Holman Christian Standard Version (2004)

NRSV
New Revised Standard Version (1989)

NAB
New American Bible (Catholic, 1970, 1986 (NT), 1991 (Psalms)

NJB
New Jerusalem Bible (Catholic, 1986; revision of 1966 Jerusalem Bible)
	NIV
New International Version (1984)

TNIV
Today’s New International Version (NT 2001, OT 2005)

NCV
New Century Version

NLT1
New Living Translation (1st ed. 1996; 2nd ed. 2004)

NIrV
New International reader’s Version

GNT
Good News Translation (also Good News Bible)

CEV
Contemporary English Version

Living
Living Bible (1950). Paraphrase by Ken Taylor. Liberal treatment of ‘blood.’

Message
The Message by Eugene Peterson (1991-2000s)
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English Bible Translation Comparison chart taken from http://www.gospelcom.net/ibs/bibles/translations/index.php
Translations not identified in previous list

OIV
Oxford’s Inclusive Language Version – revision to NRSV to be more gender neutral and politically correct.

GW 
God’s Word to the Nations. Translation/paraphrase by William Beck. Little known.

REB
Revised English Bible

How to Study the Bible

Objective: to develop the skills of participants at interpreting the Bible so that they can be proficient self-learners.

Facts That Empower

1. The Bible is not a mysterious book.  God wants to be understood and has not spoken to us in code language.

2. Much of the difficulty in understanding the Bible is related to one’s knowledge of common biblical concepts and the cultural practices of biblical characters, all of which can be learned by every Bible student.

3. Modern translations of the Bible can significantly aide biblical understanding.

4. The Bible should be interpreted in accordance with the normal rules of interpretation used in understanding any other document.

The Three Steps of Bible Study

Step#1:  Observation – “What Do I See?”

1. Observe key words and phrases.

a) Words that are repeated.

b) Words that express profound concepts.

c) Words that are significant to the understanding of the passage.

d) Words that are figurative.

e) Words that you don’t understand.

2. Observe Important Connectors.

	Logical Connectors

	Contrast
	but

	
	even though

	
	much more

	
	nevertheless

	
	yet

	
	although

	
	then

	
	otherwise

	Comparison
	too

	
	also

	
	as

	
	just as

	
	so also

	
	likewise

	
	and

	
	like

	Reason
	because

	
	for this reason

	
	for this purpose

	
	for

	
	since

	Result
	so then

	
	therefore

	
	As a result

	
	thus

	
	then

	
	that

	Purpose
	that

	
	so that

	
	in order that

	Condition
	if

	Temporal Connectors
	now

	
	until

	
	when

	
	before

	
	after

	
	while

	
	since

	Geographical Connector
	where


3. Observe Special Features 

a) Distinguish between sections and subsections.

b) Commands, promises, warnings, exhortations

c) Reasons, cause-effect relationships

d) Contrasts, comparisons, illustrations

4. Observe the literary arrangement of the material.

a) Look for verses dealing with the same topic or aspect of a topic

b) Note changes in wording and key words.

c) Note important connectors.

d) Note shifts in action when dealing with story.

5. Observe character and plot development in dealing with stories.

a) Ask six questions:  Who? What? When? Where? How? Why?

b) Who are you to identify with in the story?

c) What is the problem in the story and how is it resolved?

6. Develop an outline of the passage.

7. Conclude your observations by stating the subject of the passage and what the author is saying about it.

WARNING:  Observations are not created equal! 

When dealing with an extended passage limit yourself to ten to fifteen of the most significant observations.  This will help you identify the big idea of the passage.

Step#2: Interpretation – What Does it Mean?

1. Ask Interpretational Questions.

a) Questions of Meaning

(1) What does this word mean?

(2) What does this phrase or statement mean?

b) Questions of Significance

(1) What is the significance of this word, phrase, or statement?

(2) What is the significance of this connector?

(3) What is the significance of this comparison, contrast, illustration, figure, repetition, etc.?

(4) What is the significance of this verb tense?

(5) Would it make a difference if this idea was changed or stated differently?

c) Questions of Relationship

(1) What is the relationship of this word to other words?

(2) What is the relationship between this part of a verse and another part of the verse?

(3) What is the relationship between the verse, paragraph, or section with other verses, paragraphs, or sections?

(4) What is the relationship between the beginning of a section to the end?

d) Questions of Figurativeness

(1) Is this term or statement literal or figurative?

(2) What does the figure mean?

(3) How is the figure related to its literal meaning?

2. Answer Interpretational Questions.

a) Use an English dictionary.

b) Use a Bible dictionary.

Suggested Resource – The Holman Bible Dictionary.

c) Use commentaries.

Suggested Resources – Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary, Volume 1:  Old Testament and Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary, Volume 2:  New Testament.

3. Principalize any aspects of the passage that don’t relate to our cultural experience.

A biblical principle is a truth about God or living for God that is universal (true for every race of people) and timeless (true for every historical era).  What does Jesus’ healing of a demon possessed person have to do with me if I am not demon possessed? Or his feeding of thousands of poor people if I am not poor and have never struggled to buy groceries?  The key is in the principles that lay behind his actions.  For instance, with demon possession the principle is satanic influence.  Thus, if Jesus heals the demon possessed, he can give me victory over every Satanic influence in my life.  If he feeds the poor, he will provide for my material or earthly needs which include much more than food.  They include my need for shelter, money, transportation, an occupation, etc.

4. Determine the “Big Idea” of the passage and state it in one sentence with non-theological words.

The “big idea” is the primary universal principle taught in the passage.  It is the timeless truth that applies to all generations.

5. Revise your outline of the passage if necessary.

Step #3:  Application – Where Does it Fit?

1. Ask Applicational Questions.

a) What truth should I believe?

b) What command should I obey?

c) What promise should I claim?

d) What example should I follow?

e) What encouragement should I receive?

2. Answer Applicational Questions.

What is the passage passionately urging us to do either by command or example?

3. Adopt an Action Plan. 

Here you answer how you will do the desired action.  Sometimes, the answer to this question is already in the passage, but often it’s not.  It is not enough to know what we need to do.  We must have a strategy on how to do it.

Using The Three Steps of Bible Study

Acts 1:8

Observations

“But” – Important connector (contrast).  It contrasts the concerns of the disciples addressed by Jesus in verse 7 with his primary agenda for them in verse 8.

“Power” – Key word (significant to the understanding of the passage).

“When” – Important connector (temporal).  It indicates the point, at which the power is to be received, which is when the Spirit comes upon them.

“Witnesses” – Key word (significant to the understanding of the passage).

“Ends of the earth” – Key word (figurative).  It indicates that they were to go to every region and nation on the earth, even those in the most remote area of the world.

Promise – The Holy Spirit will empower Christ-followers to be witnesses for him.

Subject:  The Holy Spirit // Complement:  The Holy Spirit will empower us to be Christ’s witnesses.

Interpretation

Questions of Meaning

Power = the supernatural power of God, not just human ability.  Note this is power that comes from the Holy Spirit.

Witnesses = those who testify of Christ in the world.

Question of Relationship

What is the relationship between the Holy Spirit and being a witness for Christ?  Those who receive the Spirit will be witnesses for Christ.  Thus, Christ-followers who refuse to witness for him are not fully yielded to the Spirit’s empowering or are not genuinely followers of Christ.  For those who submit to him WILL BE HIS WITNESSES according to this passage.

Principalization

What is my Jerusalem?  My Judea and Samaria?  My ends of the earth?  My Jerusalem includes those in my immediate sphere of influence, which are in my normal social circuit.  My Judea and Samaria include those outside of my geographical and cultural realm of influence but whom I may occasionally come in contact with.  My ends of the earth include those in foreign lands.  God may never call me to personally go to the foreign countries, but I can pray and financially support others whom God calls to such missionary endeavors.

Big Idea

God’s Spirit empowers God’s people to share Christ effectively with those who don’t know Him, even when they are outside of our cultural sphere of influence.

Application

Application Question

What truth am I to believe?  I am to believe that the Holy Spirit will empower me to share Christ with others.

Action Plan

Surface my own fears regarding witnessing and pray for strength to trust God in these areas.

Select someone to begin sharing Christ with.

Learn how to present the Gospel to others.

Develop a relationship with a non-Christian.

Get advice from others who God is using to reach non-Christians. 

Read a helpful book on witnessing.

Matthew 6:25-34

Observations

“Therefore” – Important connector (Result).  This connects this passage with the previous verse, which says, “You cannot serve both God and Money.”  Thus, to avoid worrying, as he describes it in the following verses, is one expression of serving God and not Money.  As a result, Jesus regards worrying as an indication of loyalty to Money.

“Worry” – Key word (Repeated).  This is the central word in the passage; it is repeated 6 times.

“Eat or drink/food” – Key words (Repeated).  This is something that he is encouraging us to not worry about.

“Clothes” – Key word (Repeated).  This is something that he is encouraging us to not worry about.

“Faith” – Key word (Profound Concept).  Worry is the evidence of a lack of faith or trust in God for our life needs.

“Pagans” – Key word (Significant to the Understanding of the passage).

“Kingdom” – Key word (Profound Concept).  This is what we should prioritize over worrying.

Command – to not worry is a command.

Command – seeking God’s Kingdom is a command.

Illustration – the birds eating though they don’t work for food is an illustration of how God feeds his people who are much more valuable to him than birds.

Illustration – the fact that God clothes the grass with beautiful flowers is an illustration that he will clothe us because we are much more important to him than grass.

Promise – God will provide our material needs if we seek his Kingdom and his righteousness.

Outline

Don’t worry: God will feed you (6:25-27).

Don’t worry: God will clothe you (6:28-30).

Don’t worry: seek God’s Kingdom (6:31-34).

Subject:  Worry // Complement:  Don’t worry but trust God and seek his kingdom.

Interpretation

Questions of Meaning

Pagan = worshippers of other gods; non-Christians.

Kingdom = the reign of God; thus, God’s priorities and agenda, His leadership.  “Seeking the Kingdom” then is to prioritize God’s agenda and work in the earth as opposed to our own self-absorbed concerns.

Questions of Relationship

What is the relationship between worrying and the pagans?  The pagan is paralyzed with worry over his or her material needs, but Christ-followers are not to be like pagans in this area of life.

What is the relationship between worrying and seeking the Kingdom?  It is obvious from verse 31-33 that Jesus regarded these as mutually exclusive activities.  We are to replace our worries with pursuing the Kingdom.

Principalization

How does this relate to me if I already have all the food and clothing I need?  I can trust that God will provide for all of my material and earthly needs, not just food and clothing.  Thus, this includes a job, transportation, health, etc.

Big Idea

Followers of Christ should avoid worrying over their earthly needs and fully commit to God’s priorities for their lives, trusting him to provide for their material needs.

Application

Application Questions

What truth am I to believe?  God will provide my material needs if I prioritize what he wants me to do.  

What command am I to obey?  I am too not worry but seek to do those things that promote and expand God’s influence in the earth.

Actions Steps

Volunteer to serve in ministry.

List my sources of anxiety and ask for support from someone else to help me overcome them.

Take an inventory of those things that inhibit me from investing in God’s Kingdom and develop a plan to overcome these hindrances.

Commit to being a model of Christ’s love in the workplace.
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